Legislative Update – August, 2009
August is the legislative break so there will be no new activity this month.  There will be no LAC meeting in August either, but we will be ready to go again in September!
Last month, I reported that the Predatory Towing Act was amended in an effort to “clean up” some of the ambiguity of the original bill.  I also reported a summary of the new towing procedures was approved and published by the LAC.  The summary is, in fact, in this issue of Community trends.  Please look for the summary, review it carefully and make sure you are in compliance prior to towing a vehicle from your property.  As always, please consult your Association Attorney with any questions specific to your situation.
A-2493, The “New Jersey Fair Debt Collection Practices Act” bill, was amended in the Assembly on 2nd reading and passed by a vote of 61-17-0.  This bill, with our amendments excluding community associations, is now in the Senate Commerce Committee for consideration.  
A-4063, with the senate companion bill S-2777, was singed into law by the Governor.  CAI did seek an amendment to this bill, which was not approved.  We were looking to have the borrower pay their common charges to an association during the forbearance period in a foreclosure action.  For a copy of the bill, please go the NJ Legislature website.
S-2527, with the assembly companion bill A-3772, was signed into law by the Governor.  This is the second time the Governor has seen this bill having vetoed it before.  This bill has been misunderstood for quite sometime.  Prior to being built, the signed bill gives a developer the ability to go back to a municipal zoning or planning board to seek an amendment regarding age-restriction to a development’s approval.  A developer can petition to have some or all of the age-restricted units converted to non-age-restricted housing.  It is important to understand, however, that this conversion can only be accomplished in the planning stages.  There can be NO units sold in order for this petition to be considered.  Existing age-restricted communities that are not completely sold have no reason to be concerned.  They continue to be protected by their development’s original approvals.  
At the last meeting of the Managers Licensing Task Force, our taskforce group sub-committees reported on their separate group meetings.  We discussed the definition of a licensed manager, the make up and function of a manager licensing board and the process for acquiring a manager’s license.  We still have more work to do on these issues at our July meeting.  In September, the Managers Licensing Task Force will meet with the LAC to discuss our conclusions and recommendations and determine how to move forward.
Some new bills being reviewed and monitored include:

· A-4178/S-3011 – Provides fair standards for elections and recall of officers for homeowners’ association.  The LAC is looking very closely at this bill and analyzing its affect.  Stay tuned on this one.
· S-2976 – Introduced and referred to Senate Economic Growth Committee.  This Bill requires the BPU to provide funding for purchase and installation of photovoltaic technologies for age-restricted community clubhouse facilities.  The LAC is reviewing this bill.
